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Methodology 

 
December 12 (Bloomberg) -- The Bloomberg National Poll, conducted Dec 7-10 for Bloomberg News by Selzer & 
Co. of Des Moines, IA, is based on interviews with 1,000 U.S. adults ages 18 or older.   
 
Interviewers contacted households with randomly selected landline and cell phone telephone numbers. Percentages 
based on the full sample may have a maximum margin of error of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points.  
 
Responses were weighted by age, race, education, and marital status to reflect the general population based on recent 
Census data.  Results based on smaller samples of respondents—such as by gender or age—have a larger margin of 
error. Republishing the copyrighted Bloomberg National Poll without credit to Bloomberg News is prohibited.  
  
 

Poll Questions 

 
In general, do you think things in the nation are headed in the right direction, or have they gotten off on the wrong 
track? 
  

 Right 

direction 

Wrong  

track 

Not  

Sure 
    

 38 55 7 
 
Which of the following do you see as the most important issue facing the country right now?  (Read list.  Rotate.)   

   

 4 Immigration  
 9 Health care 
 19 The federal deficit  
 2 Terrorism 
 7 Taxes 
 5 The situation in the Middle East 
 11 Entitlement spending on Social Security and Medicare 
 34 Unemployment and jobs 
 3 Other (VOL) (specify:)   
 1 None of these (VOL) 
 5 Not sure  
  

Now, I’m going to mention some people and groups in the news recently. For each, please tell me if your feelings 
are very favorable, mostly favorable, mostly unfavorable, or very unfavorable. If you don’t know enough to answer, 
just say so.  (Record “don’t know” as “not sure.”  Rotate list.) 

        

 
 

Net 

Favorable 

Net 

Unfavorable 

Very 

Favorable 

Mostly 

Favorable 

Mostly 

Unfavorable 

Very 

Unfavorable 

Not 

Sure 
         

 Barack Obama, president of the 
United States 

55 42 31 24 14 28 3 

 Ben Bernanke, chairman of the 
Federal Reserve 

31 26 6 25 16 10 43 

 Hillary Clinton, the secretary of state 70 24 31 39 13 11 6 

 Joe Biden, the vice-president 48 41 19 29 17 24 11 
 

  



 

Do you approve or disapprove of the job Barack Obama is doing as president? 
(Follow with:)  Do you approve or disapprove of the job he is doing:  (Rotate options.) 
 

  Approve Disapprove Not sure 
     

 As president 53 44 3 

 With the economy 48 48 4 

 With relations with other countries 54 39 7 

 With the budget deficit 40 53 7 

 With negotiating with the Republican majority in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 

45 45 10 

 

Do you anticipate 2013 will be a better year than 2012 for you financially, a worse year, or about the same as 2012? 

   

 31 Better  
 23 Worse  
 44 About the same  
 2 Not sure 
 

As you prepare for the upcoming holidays, do you anticipate you will spend more or spend less than last 
year, or spend about the same?   
  

 
Spend 

more 

Spend  

less 

About the 

same 

Not  

sure 

 10 38 51 1 
 
I’m going to mention some aspects of your personal situation.  For each, please tell me if you expect things to be 
better in 2013, worse, or about the same as 2012.  If the item does not apply to you, just say so.  (Rotate list.) 

 

  Better Worse 

About the 

Same 

Does not 

Apply 

Not 

Sure 
       

 Household income 30 17 49 3 1 

 Job security for workers in your household 18 12 46 22 2 

 The amount you pay for health care through premiums, 
co-pays, or deductibles 

10 38 37 14 1 

 Retirement savings 19 21 40 18 2 

 The market value of your home  20 20 33 22 5 

 Overall financial security 25 21 46 6 2 

 The size of raises or bonuses for workers in your 
household  

16 19 36 27 2 

 
In politics as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat, or independent?  (If independent, 

ask:)  Do you lean more toward the Republicans or more toward the Democrats, or are you totally independent? 

       

 Republican 

Lean 

Republican 

Totally 

independent 

Lean 

Democrat Democrat 

Other 

(VOL) 

Refused/ 

Not sure 

 24 10 20 9 34 1 2 

 
  



 

For each of the following, please tell me if you think President Obama does or does not have a mandate to get it 
done because he won re-election—just answer yes or no. (Rotate.) 

  
Yes, 

Mandate No Not sure 
     

 Overhaul immigration law to provide a path to legal status 57 38 5 

 Raise income tax rates on income over $250,000 65 33 2 

 Protect Social Security from substantial budget cuts 64 33 3 

 Protect Medicare from fundamental change 62 34 4 

 Take action to address climate change  46 46 8 

 Decrease defense spending 50 47 3 

 
Do you believe President Obama's re-election is a validation of his governing style in the past four years, or is it 
your belief that he's learned lessons and will change the way he governs in his second term? 

   

 37 Validation of governing style 
 46 He’s learned lessons and will change 
 17 Not sure 
 
Do you think President Obama is too pro-business, too anti-business, or has about the right balance? 

  

 
Too pro-

business 

Too anti-

business 

About the 

right balance Not sure 

 6 33 54 7 
 
The White House has held a series of meetings with CEOs to engage them in the debate on the so-called fiscal 
cliff. Do you think the president is genuinely interested in working with business leaders to strengthen the 
economy, or do you think he's holding the meetings to score political points without any real commitment to 
change? 

   

 54 Genuinely interested in working with business leaders 
 41 Holding meetings to score political points  
 5 Not sure 

 
For each of the following Democrats, please tell me how you would rate them as a potential presidential nominee 
for 2016—excellent, good, just fair, or poor.  (Rotate list.) 

 

  Excellent Good 

Just  

Fair Poor 

Not  

Sure 
       

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 32 27 19 20 2 

 Vice-President Joe Biden 8 24 19 45 4 

 New York Governor Andrew Cuomo 4 25 29 23 19 

 Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 3 16 22 32 27 

 


